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Respondent. 

INITIAL DECISION ON DEFAULT JUDGMENT 

The above-entitled matter is before this Court on a Motionfor EntryofDefault Judgment 
and Imposition ofDisciplinary Sanction ("Default Motion"), filed on December 5, 2013, by the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ("USPTO" or "Government"). Respondent Michael A. 
Muhammad ("Respondent") has failed to respond in any way to the USPTO's initial Complaint. 
This Court is authorized to hear this proceeding and to issue this Initial Decision pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. §§11.19 and 11.39.1 

USPTO regulations state that a failure to file a timely answer constitutes an admission of 
all allegationsand "may result in entry of defaultjudgment." 37 C.F.R. § 11.36(e). As 
Respondent has not filed any response, the Default Motion will be GRANTED. 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

The USPTO filed the initial Complaint andNotice ofProceedings Under 35 US.C. § 32 
("Complaint") on October2,2013, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 11.35 (a)(2)(i). On that date, the 
Director of the Office of Enrollment and Discipline ("OED Director") mailed a copy of the 
Complaint to Respondent via U.S. certified mail, and also e-mailed a copy of the Complaint to 
Respondent's e-mail address of record. The mailed Complaint was signed for on October 7, 
2013. The Complaint notified Respondentthat he had 30 days to file a response, and that "[a] 
decision by default may be entered against respondent if a written answer is not timely filed." 
Accordingly, an answer was due no later than November 7, 2013. 

On November 13,2013, the OED Director sent Respondent a letter informing 
Respondent that no answer had been received, and that the OED Director would seek a default 
judgment unless Respondent responded by November 22,2013. Respondent did not respond to 
the letter and did not file an answer. 

1 Pursuant to an Interagency Agreement ineffect beginning March 27,2013, Administrative Law Judges of the U.S. 
Department of Housingand Urban Development are authorized to hearcases for the U.S. Patentand Trademark 
Office. 












